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aakaar 2021-22

E;géuraged?byth‘e*s:lpremely talented artist Bob Ross who happily
quipped "We don't make mistakes, just happy little accidents", we
bring aakaar to every potential artist who put their soul sincereiy
into the art they create. We are taking one small baby step at a time
into the realm of art and literafure wishing aakaar encourages

everyone in SPDC who wishes to publish original work.

“The object of art is to give life a shape”, said the bard. It is with this
intention that aakaar was devised. Art, in the form of paintings,
sketches, photography and literature form the main content of this e-

magazine which is a combined effort of the student team.

As the Art Coordinator of SPDC it gives me immense pleasure in

e

s’crivin;gy to give shape to the efforts of the so many talented among us

in SPDC. Enjoy our maiden edition!

Warm Regards,
Dr. Runa Shajeev-— ——

Editor and Art Coordinator aakaar
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Executlve Student Editor:
Shubham Gothankar

Student Coordinators:
Harshada Darade
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Jay Shinde

Pratham Dhulraj

Sakshi Dhodade

Shruti Desal

Shrutika Dagadkhair

Vishshu Jaiswal

Teacher Coordinators:
Prof. Rugved Deshpande
Prof. Rupali R. Mulye
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We can't travel the whole world. But when we travel or Wherever we go,

we get a chance To be a better person than before.

- Arya Palekar
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Relationship

Eve"r'y&fg_l'ation- needs to have trust..

Start a reIation’s;Hi‘p\mth“beIievihg in the other person first..

Life takes you via so many ups and down and crazy turns..

You should never give up and be the first one amongst all who learns..

Respect, love, care and value are the important ingredients in each recipe of all
relationships..

Mix the batter of love pour some respect in it, add some care to the batter, garnish
with value..

And see the magic of relation with its Trueship..

Never hurt a person who loves you with their full heart..

Once broken with your words can't be given a fresh start..

A real treasure in life is people you connect with and maintain bond with...
Money leisure wealth are all the artificial supports you live with..

Once in any true relationship never break it..

Till you die that is the only-thing you actually live with..

- Manasi Pradhan
Joint Secretary, Dnyanasadhana, Thane (Society)
Najro me aaj hamari alag~he chamk thi, Kai saalo me aéj aae kuch esi khushi thi,

Jab milne chalérhaam unse, Dekh kar unko hamari aankhon me alg he nami thi,

Rakshabandhan aa gaya ab bus Bhai ko rakhi bandhne ke kami thi.

- Sugyani Padhi
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Of Fish, Gardens and More!

There 5 a Ionm@get Tree or the Tabebuia rosea growing in the college garden
where | work. It k;arsts in panicles of pale pink trumpet-shaped blossoms every
February and is almost leafless towards the end of May. To an untrained eye, it could
very well offer the likeness of the Japanese cherry tree. Come to think of it, | have spent
fifteen years watching this beauty beam through my classroom window every Indian

summer that has very little solace to offer.

In fact, the great writer and philosopher Cicero once said that, “If you have a garden
and a library, you have everything you need.” The former is a luxury in a city and the
latter has taste at its core. However, not all is lost if deep down one has the spirit and
the passion to nurture both. It is a rare treat for the urbanites if their longing for this
green aesthetics finds gratification. Given the fact that one spends a sizeable amount
of time on commuting to one’s workplace and the incredible swiftness with which
weekends pass, it leaves very little room for nurturing an interest in a farfetched hobby
like gardening.

My green partner was born and raised in Kerala, the God’s Own Country. Kerala is
known for its vast expanse of lush green paddy fields with coconut palms dotting the
skyline. The mesmerising tea gardens and teak and rubber plantations is a ubiquitous
presence in its landscape. After moving from such thriving greenery into the cliched
concrete jungle, it is no wonder that what the heart wants, it wants. The fifty square
feet balcony of our flat offers this comfort. Being raised in a city like Mumbai,
perceptibly enough, one W|th a green thumb always Iooks forward to opportunltles to
cultivate and nourish this green pursuit. Over many years we have tried to make the
best of what i§ available by growing plants and shrurb‘rs: begged, borrowed and stolen
from the places wehave visited, most of which comes from the nurseries around Thane
and a few from our hometown Kerala. We have a species of screw pine named
‘pandan’, valued for its fragrant leaves, from as far as Singapore too.
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In other words, we jump at every opportunity of a rendezvous with a green space and
if it happens to be in the city itself, loved and nurtured by caring hands, one’s primordial
senses cannot ask for anything more. This is exactly what awaited us when we
happened to notice a.tiny.ad.in-one of the WhatsApp messages that asked visitors to
check out the art exhibition-cum-sale of potted plénts in the vicinity of the beautiful
green space in Thane city. When we ventured on that rainy evening to get a peek at the
interesting nursery, it was nothing like we had imagined. It was not a regular plant
nursery but a backyard garden nurtured by a charming old Bengali couple; Debashish
Bhattacharya, a very talented artist, and his wonderful gardener wife Chandana
Bhattacharya, living in the heart of Thane, Vasant Vihar.

This set me thinking about the uncanny similarity between a Bengali and a Keralite.
Their love for rice and fish is an oft repeated image presented in popular culture,
though, it would not be wrong to note that their commonality does not end at the
palate. Surrounded by the lush green environs in their native homes, most of them
love gardening, for which they make room wherever they go. For instance, one cannot
forget the image of the coy Sharmila Tagore and disgruntled Opu in Satyajit Ray’s
popular trilogy ‘Apur Sansar’, trying to plant a vegetable garden in the wee little space
they could afford in Kolkata after being forcibly uprooted from their village
Nischindipur. Like many of Ray’s masterpieces the enduring image of this one small
scene lingers with the audience much after the film has elapsed.

As we entered the Bhattacharya’s abode in Vasant Vihar, it was in every sense of the
word a “coming home”. Every bit of their row house in Thane is a haven for all kinds of
rare plant species ranging from numerous bonsais; some more than four decades old
and, numerous flowering plants. There is.no space where Chandana has not planted a
beautiful sapling or a clipping of a young' s'hppt..;fh'e bakul tree in full bloom, greets the
visitors at the«entrance gate of their home, and standing next to it is the bright red
musantha and the brilliant pink blossoms of the crépé 'mVr'iIe or furush as it is known
in Bangla. | remember looking for this marvellous plant in every nursery thereafter. It
was heartening to finally find the ornate shrub growing in the central garden of the
University of Mumbai Kalina campus.
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The garden abounds in many varieties of water lilies, jungle geraniuﬁws, adeniums, cat's
tail and scores of ornamental plants. The vegetable garden has a host of plant species
like the Bengali betel leaf shrub, rarely found pandan plant, cinnamon tree, allspice
tree, and frwt,t;:e.es.h.kathemango banana, coconut, jackfruit, guava, pa55|on fruit and
a tour of her awesome plot and does not tire from explaining the genesis of this
beautiful garden.

Having an eye for the tiniest details in nature is a priceless trait found among the artists
few. If we collocate W.H.Davies’ bid for the ever so elusive busy man in the modern
context, perhaps this is what he meant by “stand and stare”. Debashish, who is an
accomplished painter in his own right, is also very appreciative of his partner’s
passionate avocation. His art is a reflection of the bond they share with each other.
Nature is an inextricable part of all his works that range in all kinds of mediums and
sizes. Art mimics nature, and his many hued lotus paintings are a proof of his
explorations in nature. Dragonflies, butterflies, horses, forests and flowers in many
hues are the subject of his nature paintings. He has also experimented with the theme
of spirituality which is the main theme of his works in oil. A very shy and unassuming
septuagenerian, Bhattacharya is surprisingly also well versed in digital art. A retired
textile engineer by profession, he pursued his passion post retirement.

This charmingccouple is an inspiration to those who wish to pursue their dream -hobbies
in their pdst:Work years. We walked out of their cozy green home with a wide array of
ornamental plants and an enchanting lotus painting in hand: consumed by the warmth

and energy of the besotted couple, promising to visit again.

- Dr. Runa Shajeev

Dost aise banao Jo tumhare Hansi ke piche Da\rd ko samajh paye,
aur tumhare gusse ke piche uske kadar ko samajh paye

- Sugyani
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Life Full of Challenges

Waking up with smiling face, All we need is the positive phase

Challenges are born to make us strong, Everything seems like last forlong
Challenges are new opportunities, Just hold onto your abilities

Life throws at us the worst challenges ever, All we need to do is buried them forever
Life is full of adventure to ride, Focus onthmgthat make you pridé ,

Believing you is‘accepting challenges,Let's fight for ourself till the ages...

- Shrutika Dagadkhair
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Plant me... -

Plant me in a cage, I'l'grow among those bars, Lock my body

My""f'c“jiéé’sc‘;are bUrrrtb'L Tt go far. pluck my petals

I'll find my roots within the storm, In the numbness of fragrance

my thorns will keep me warm. Cut my leaves, I'll leave my part on the earth
Oh! Dear ,don't forget, Graveyard can too give birth.

Part of me still thrives, My garden knows how to breathe in the dirt

An age old fence taught me the worth of’my birth. Yes,| am caged

But | know how to bend the bars for my home

On a mountain, on a road, in a narrow lane, I'll walk but not a refugee to roam.
| weave wings in the cage But not long for the sky

My roads are enough They tell my journey of flight
- Neha Sherkar

Her

Her voice is like a flame, That enters in any ears, And spreads in my veins.
Her smile is like a blooming flower,

After seeing that | lose my sense and that takes away all of my pains.

Her breath is like a pleasant sound,

After hearing that | feel intoxicated and that stops‘the working of my brain.
Her touch is like.a-paintbrush and it seems t"héf Im your-canvas,

——— -

Draw on me with all your beautiful paints.

Nashra Man



:- Shubham Halde
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The Night

All the lamps went off. As far as | could see, it was dark.

- 1.9, STgT agr

And it was aimoonlit night. | was just sitting alone that night.

e

| was just looking at the sky. | was just lost in my old memories.

And my bridal red tired eyes were looking really lovely.
That memories, that night, That sky, that darkness,

That anguished eyes. It seemed so beautiful. It seemed so peaceful.

2 a’l'—iﬁﬁwvﬁ

- Nashra Khan
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. - Guru Narayankar

Kahate hai waqt hai badal jayega Vo acha ho ya bura Per waqt to badal
jata hai Use waqt me mile chot or dard Kabhi nahi badal pata hai

- Sugyani Padhi
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Be my book

Be my book,

So thét,lcan Wﬂﬁ all of my heart and whenever I'm with you, | find myself Iost.r
Be my book, So that, | can write to you with my blood. That blood is nothing but ink.

And whenever | miss you, It bleeds out into words.

Be my book, So that, | can place you in my heart. Like a book lover,

Who never wants his book taken apart.

Be my book, Sb that, | can read you, Like a bookworm reads a book.

And | want to know what you really are.

Be my book,so that, | can get lost in your fragrance. Like the fragrance of a new book.
And whenever | open it , It smells so good.

- Nashra Khan

Patience

Sometimes it hurts you. Sometimes it heals you. Sometimes it burns you.

—

Sometimes it breaks you. Just Drink it like a wine.
Let it spread into the vein. Let it burn and enjoy that pain.

They says, Patience hurts you. But | say the thing that never hurt is patience.

- Nashra Khan
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= Wl;ri:t'e gt
Whenever | feel scared, | write. Whenever | feel glad, | wrlte W;\enéver | feel lost, | write.
Whenever | feel blank, | write. And fill that blank space, With my stormy words,

With my deadly thoughts, With my whole heart, | just write no matter.

- Nashra Khan
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- Pradeep Kachar

Jept. of Chemistry
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_ngtributions are invited for the 2022-23 edition.
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Please mail your original work of art or literature
to spdcartmela@gmail.com. ’

“Please note that Sketches and Paintings must be
scanned on Adobe before you mail.

*Articles and Poems must be typed out.
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